Planes Just An lllusion

The Federal Minister for Issacs Mr Mark Dreyfus is demanding answers about the
high volume of Moorabbin Airport trainee aircraft over the City of Kingston. Mr
Dreyfus says the excessive aircraft activity from the Morrabbin Airport has been an
issue which residents have raised with him continuously since he became the
Federal Member in 2007.

Recent correspondence from The Department of Infrastructure suggests that
residents are imagining what they refer to as the endless and noisy assault on their
community, quality of life and safety. Mr Jim Wolfe of the Office of Air Traffic Policy
insists that the learner pilots do not fly over “built up areas”. This comes just months
after CASA issued a directive to AirServices Australia to increase the number of
trainee aircraft over the city and allow the flying circuit to expand over even more
homes and families. Meanwhile even professional pilots are complaining about the
ever expanding circuits, citing it as a new source of confusion and reduced safety."

In August 2008 the City was rocked by a mid-air collision of two planes from the
Moorabbin Airport. One of the planes crashed into a home near a Cheltenham
school killing the pilot. Following this incident CASA commissioned an investigation
into safety at Moorabbin and other general aviation airports. The independent
Ambidiji report® was issued in mid 2009 and suggested that the Moorabbin Airport
posed “an intolerable societal risk”. CASA released an immediate requirement for a
reduction in the amount of trainee pilots over the City. Then just six months later
CASA published its own clean bill of health citing its work with “mitigators™ of safety.
For most pilots a mailed reminder about air safety appears to have been the only
safety “mitigator”. While all of this has been happening the Minister for Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development and Local Government has been sitting on the
latest draft Master Plan for the Moorabbin Airport. In the draft plan the operators of
the Airport (MAC, the Moorabbin Airport Corporation) argue for a doubling of the
aircraft activity over the City of Kingston. MAC has been criticised by the community
for being a socially irresponsible and opportunistic property developer with no real
interest in the community or aircraft safety. MAC is currently demolishing a
community golf course on the airport perimeter to make way for its next round of
retail development. Mr McConnell the CEO at the airport has repeatedly made the
comment that it is not his concern what the planes do once they leave the ground.

1. http://www.pprune.org/dg-p-general-aviation-questions/88390-more-huge-circuits-
moorabbin-point-cook.html

2. http://www.casa.gov.au/wcmswr/ assets/main/oar/papers/gaapfull june09.pdf
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Dy Mr Madill

Thiik wone T yowre letter dated 16 ecamber 2009 e the Hon Aathony Albancse MP, Minisier Gor
Infemstencture, Uranspart, Rezional Development sind Loes] Governmant, aboul rsining Tighis at
Moorabbin Alrpert. The Ministor bas askad me o reply on his balall

T reatiom o Thiz sl of fesfning aperations arrund Wearabbin Alrpors, there are s number of
freeasures ke W inilizate satety clsks ar aspedromes where trainicg takes place. The O3l Aviulion
Safo Anthority (CASA), the avistion safoty resulutor, continusly mumitors he overall sz 2ty of
fyimr seheol oporadons. Flving raininy selivilies (hovh heligopler and ixed wing) are also
caomducted amd superdised by cxperieneal Dying instroctars.

I an assessment ol a fying achaal™s training location. consideration is mivan fo the overall salely ol
operations thar will result. CANA has advised it has no ressen w beliees thar Mying imining, activities
at Moorabbin Alrpart ars unsarizfactorily located, Trainimg enercises sne midl comdocted over boilt np
areas, bul within the boundarics ol the 2impor ot aver the tecenlly clised ool erarse on the castern
exlges ol the airporl comples. This prosides o conlined area asway (om esidential and indusoial arcas
arpurnd the airpord.

You have relemed to 4 reeont meident fvolving o student pilel ol Moorabbin, CA3A has looked o
lhe malers surrooeding the ineiloni on 15 Teceniher 20000 involving 2 Robinson R4d halicopter
Mo by o trainee helicopler pilel and Tund nothing wriesand with sither the helicoptay maintenance
e the ying school. The Ausrdian Transporl Safety Buezan was advised of the ineidont and, based
on the intormarion available. docides nor o investipgsice,

T lrasl this imformmdion 15 al assisianee.
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Movrabhin Airport
Your ref: (MBS 2010

Mr Thavid Madill the Seerelary of the Thimgley Village Commumily Agsoeialion has providel
ine weilhy o capey o yoor Teider daced 20 Tonoary 2000 comeermny inmming Mighis ai boamahbin
alrparl,

I note weur staterent thar “training exercises are not concucted over bollt up areas, bur within
Ihe boundarizs of the airpert or over the rocently elesed golf conrae an the castern edze of the
aitpol vomrplex™. Ancedotally Tean el yoo thal many residents have advizcd me ol irmining
eaerciies being conducled cver huill up areas, wnd T may newed e poinl ool oo v that the
whale of the surrounding arse ol Moorabbie aicpart s a “buill up area”™ Whal evidence do
vol have to support the statement made in vour letor?

Furlher, are wou able 1o advise me whal means there ane (o enforee o requirement that Tight
Ireaming welivilies nol e corndoeled over il ogpaeas?

I would appreciate o detailed response because thiz mater has been radsed with me
continuous.y since | became e Fedoral Membeor for lsaacs in Movamber 2007,

Yours sincercly
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